
CAUSES OF THE CIVIL WAR 
 
 
ABOLITIONISTS 
 
People who wanted to end slavery. 
Held rallies and published anti-slavery newspapers etc. 
Many Northerners were abolitionists. 
William Lloyd Garrison- The Liberator 
Frederick Douglass 
 
SECTIONALISM 
 
People from the North and South were beginning to feel more loyal to their section of the country, 
rather than the country as a whole. 
 
MISSOURI COMPROMISE 
 
 
 
1821- Henry Clay (The Great Compromiser) 
Kept the number of free and slave states equal.   Maine = free  Missouri = slave 

Drew line at 3630’N- above the line is free (except Missouri), below is slave. 
The debate over the issue caused tension between the North and South, they were concerned about 
the number of representatives in the Senate. 
 
COMPROMISE OF 1850 
 
Henry Clay / Stephen Douglas 
California requested to enter the Union as a free state- this would upset the balance of free and slave 
states. 
 
Four part compromise- 

1) California entered as a free state. 
2) Mexican Cession opened to slavery by popular sovereignty. 
3) Slave trade ended in Washington D.C. (capital) 
4) Fugitive Slave Law of 1850- $1,000 and/or 6 months in jail for helping runaway slaves. 

 
Further divides the North and South 
 
KANSAS NEBRASKA ACT 
 
Stephen Douglas 
Divided the Nebraska territory in two- Kansas and Nebraska 
Settlers in each territory would decide the question of slavery by popular sovereignty. 
This act repealed the Missouri Compromise- Northerners were outraged. 
 
BLEEDING KANSAS 
 
Both pro and anti-slavery forces moved into Kansas to determine by vote if slave or free. 
Fighting broke out all over the territory after “Border Ruffians” illegally voted giving slavery the win. 
John Brown 
 
DRED SCOTT 
 
Slave who tried to sue for his freedom.  Supreme Court said NO. 
 

1) As a black Dred Scott was not a citizen and could mot file a lawsuit. 
2) Slaves were property. 
3) Congress never had the power to outlaw slavery in any territory- this means the Missouri 

Compromise was unconstitutional and slavery could spread into all the territories. 
 
UNCLE TOM’S CABIN 
 
Antislavery Bestseller- written by Harriett Beecher Stowe 


