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Jan ‘14 Historical Context: 
Presidents Woodrow Wilson and Franklin D. Roosevelt both faced the 
challenge of leading the United States during world wars. These challenges 
included establishing foreign policies prior to United States entry into the war, 
preserving civil liberties while protecting national security during the war, and 
planning a role for the United States in world affairs after the war. 
Task:  
• Discuss the similarities and/or differences between the presidencies of 
Woodrow Wilson and Franklin D. Roosevelt in terms of their 
— policies prior to entering the war 
— actions affecting civil liberties during the war, and 
— plans for the role of the United States in world affairs after the war 

Aug ‘13 Historical Context: 
In the early years of the republic, various controversial issues divided the American 
people. Three such issues were ratification of the Constitution, purchase of the 
Louisiana Territory, and expansion of slavery into the territories. 
Task:  
Choose two issues mentioned in the historical context and for each 
• Describe the historical circumstances surrounding the issue 
• Discuss arguments of those in favor of and of those opposed to the issue. 
In your discussion, include at least one argument on each side of the issue. 

Jun ‘13 Historical Context: 
Throughout United States history, the United States Supreme Court has decided 
major cases related to the civil liberties of African Americans. These decisions have 
had a significant impact on the nation. These cases include Dred Scott v. Sanford 
(1857), Plessy v. Ferguson (1896), and Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka 
(1954). 
Task:  
Select two Supreme Court cases mentioned in the historical context and for each 
• Describe the historical circumstances leading to the case 
• Discuss the impact of the Supreme Court’s ruling on the United States and/or 
on American society 

Jan ‘13 Historical Context: 
After World War II, the American people looked forward to a period of peace and 
prosperity. However, key events of the 1950s challenged that national mood and had 
significant social, economic, and political effects on the United States in the 1960s and 
beyond. These events included the Korean War, the Montgomery bus boycott, 
and the launching of Sputnik. 
Task:  
Choose two events of the 1950s identified in the historical context and for each 
• Describe the historical circumstances surrounding the event 
• Discuss the effects of the event on the United States and/or on American 
society 

Aug ‘12 Historical Context: 
At various times in United States history, the federal government has taken 
controversial actions that have limited civil liberties. Three such actions were the 
passage of the Espionage and Sedition Acts (1917–1918), issuing Executive 
Order 9066 relocating Japanese Americans (1942), and the passage of the 
USA Patriot Act (2001). 



Task:  
Select two actions taken by the federal government that are mentioned in the 
historical context and for each 
• Describe the historical circumstances surrounding the action 
• Discuss an argument used by the government to support its action 
• Discuss an argument used by those who opposed the government’s action 

Jun ‘12 Historical Context: 
Throughout United States history, movements have sought to bring about 
economic, political, and social change. These movements have had a significant 
impact on the United States and on American society. These movements include 
the abolitionist movement, the labor movement, and the woman’s suffrage 
movement. 
Task 
Choose two of the movements mentioned in the historical context and for each 
• Describe the historical circumstances that led to this movement 
• Describe how this movement attempted to achieve its goals 
• Discuss the impact of this movement on the United States and/or on American 
society 

Jan ‘12 Historical Context: 
Between 1800 and 1860, economic, social, and political factors contributed to the 
development of sectional differences between the North and the South. These 
differences included how best to expand the United States economy, the extension 
of slavery into the territories, and the relationship between the states and the 
federal government. These differences laid the groundwork for the Civil War. 
Task:  
• Discuss the economic, political, and/or social differences between the North 
and the South that eventually led to the Civil War 

Aug ‘11 Historical Context: 
The United States was established as a democratic republic. However, democracy 
was limited by various factors and was not equally available to all groups. For more 
than 200 years, attempts have been made to expand democracy and to increase 
citizen participation in government. 
Task:  
• Discuss the expansion of democracy in United States history 

Jun ‘11 Historical Context: 
For many Americans, the 1920s was a decade of prosperity and confidence. 
However, by the end of the decade, political, social, and economic changes were 
starting that would create a far different America in the 1930s. 
Task:  
• Discuss the differences and/or similarities in American society between the 
1920s and the 1930s 

Jan ‘11 Historical Context: 
During the Cold War, world events and changing attitudes influenced the way that 
United States presidents dealt with the Soviet Union. Presidents John F. Kennedy, 
Richard Nixon, and Ronald Reagan each used various foreign policy approaches 
in dealing with the Soviet Union. 
Task:  
• Discuss how the United States dealt with the Soviet Union during the 
presidencies of John F. Kennedy, Richard Nixon, and Ronald Reagan 

Aug ‘10 Historical Context: 
Geographic factors such as size, location, climate, and natural resources have played 



a critical role in the development of the United States. They have had both positive 
and negative effects on the United States throughout its history. 
Task:  
• Discuss the positive and/or negative effects of geography on the development 
of the United States 

Jun ‘10 Historical Context: 
Reform movements developed during the 19th century and early 20th century to 
address specific problems. These included the women’s rights movement, the 
temperance movement, and the movement to end child labor. These movements 
met with varying degrees of success. 
Task:  
Choose two reform movements mentioned in the historical context and for each 
• Describe the problems that led to the development of the movement 
• Discuss the extent to which the movement was successful in achieving its goals 

Jan ‘10 Historical Context: 
From colonial times to the present, water has played an important role in the history 
of the nation. Water resources such as rivers, lakes, oceans, canals, natural harbors, 
and abundant ground water have influenced the political and economic 
development of the United States in a number of ways. These ways included 
exploration and settlement, expansion westward and into the Pacific, agricultural 
and industrial development, migration patterns, and environmental concerns. 
Task:  
• Discuss the influence of water on the development of the United States 

Aug ‘09 Historical Context: 
Historians who have evaluated presidential leadership have generally agreed that 
George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, and Franklin D. Roosevelt were 
great presidents because each successfully addressed a critical challenge faced by 
the nation during his administration. 
Task:  
Select two presidents mentioned in the historical context and for each 
• Describe a challenge that faced the nation during his administration 
• Explain an action taken by the president to address this challenge 
• Discuss the impact of this action on the United States 

Jun ‘09 Historical Context: 
Between the Civil War and the end of World War I, industrialization played an 
everincreasing 
role in the economic, social, and political development of the United 
States. 
Task:  
• Discuss the economic, social, and/or political effects of industrialization on 
the United States between the Civil War (1861–1865) and the end of World 
War I (1918) 

Jan ‘09 Historical Context: 
Between 1953 and 1969, the Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court was 
Earl Warren. Supreme Court decisions made during the “Warren Court” era led to 
significant changes in various aspects of life in the United States. Several important 
court cases affected equal protection under the law, separation of church and state, 
and the rights of individuals accused of crimes. 
Task: • Discuss how decisions of the Warren Court affected American society 

Aug ‘08 Historical Context: 
The automobile has had an important influence on the United States since the early 



20th century. Perhaps no other invention has had such a significant impact on 
production methods, the American landscape, the environment, and American 
values. 
Task: Using  
• Discuss the political, economic, and/or social impacts of the automobile on the 
United States 

Jun ‘08 Historical Context: 
The president of the United States has been granted power as the commander in 
chief by the Constitution. While the president has used his military powers to 
commit troops overseas, he has also used this power to respond to domestic crises. 
Three such domestic crises were the Civil War (1861–1865) during the 
presidency of Abraham Lincoln, the Bonus March (1932) during the presidency 
of Herbert Hoover, and Little Rock, Arkansas (1957) during the presidency of 
Dwight D. Eisenhower. 
Task 
Choose two domestic crises mentioned in the historical context that led 
presidents to use their military power as commander in chief and for each 
• Describe the historical circumstances that led to the crisis 
• Explain an action taken by the president to resolve the crisis 
• Discuss the extent to which the president’s action resolved the crisis or had an 
impact on American society 

Jan ‘08 Historical Context: 
Throughout the 1800s and the early 1900s, reformers sought to solve the social, 
political, and economic problems of the period. Various methods were used by 
reformers to address these problems. 
Task:  
• Discuss the social, political, and/or economic problems addressed by 
reformers in the 1800s and early 1900s. In your discussion, include the 
methods used by reformers to expose these problems. 

Aug ‘07 Historical Context: 
Between 1800 and 1900, the United States experienced great economic growth. 
Two factors that contributed to this growth were government policies and 
technological developments. 
Task:  
• Discuss how government policies and technological developments influenced 
the growth of the United States economy between 1800 and 1900 

Jun ‘07 Historical Context: 
The woman’s suffrage movement of the 1800s and early 1900s and the civil rights 
movement of the 1950s and 1960s had many similar goals and used similar methods 
to achieve these goals. Yet these movements also had many different goals and used 
different methods to achieve them. 
Task:  
• Discuss the similarities and/or the differences between the woman’s suffrage 
movement of the 1800s and early 1900s and the civil rights movement of the 
1950s and 1960s in terms of 
— the goals of the movements and 
— the methods used by the movements to achieve these goals 

Jan ‘07 Historical Context: 
Since World War II, conflicts in Asia have played a major role in the Cold War. One 
of these conflicts arose in Vietnam. United States involvement in this conflict was 
sometimes controversial. The decision to send troops to Vietnam had a major 



impact on American society and on United States foreign policy. 
Task:  
• Explain the reasons for United States involvement in Vietnam 
• Discuss the impact of the Vietnam War on American society 
• Discuss the impact of the Vietnam War on United States foreign policy 

Aug ‘06 Historical Context: 
Following World War II, the United States and the Soviet Union emerged as rival 
superpowers. This rivalry led to a period known as the Cold War. During the first 
fifteen years of the Cold War (1945–1960), the threat of communism presented 
many different challenges to the United States. 
Task:  
• Discuss how the threat of communism during the Cold War affected the 
United States in the period from 1945 to 1960 

Jun ‘06 Historical Context: 
Since 1900, the mass media (newspapers, books, magazines, posters, photographs, 
newsreels, radio, films, and television) have had a significant influence on United 
States history and on American society. 
Task:  
• Discuss the role that the mass media has played in influencing United States 
history and/or American society since 1900. Use historical examples to support 
your discussion. 

Jan ‘06 Historical Context: 
During the 19th and 20th centuries, geography influenced many of the actions 
taken by the United States to expand its territory or to protect its national interests. 
Task 
• Discuss the influence of geography on actions that supported the territorial 
expansion and/or the protection of United States national interests during the 
19th and 20th centuries 

Aug ‘05 Historical Context: 
After the crash of the stock market in 1929, the Great Depression began. The 
Depression brought devastation to the economy of the United States and resulted 
in severe problems for the American people. Throughout the 1930s, the American 
people and the government dealt with the Depression in various ways. 
Task:  
• Discuss problems faced by the American people during the Great Depression 
of the 1930s 
• Explain how the American people and the government dealt with the problems 
of the Depression 

Jun ‘05 Historical Context: 
After World War I, events in Europe caused the United States to review its foreign 
policy. This review led to controversies between those who supported a return to 
isolationism and those who wanted to see the United States take a more active role 
in world affairs. 
Task:  
• Discuss United States foreign policy toward Europe prior to World War II. In 
your discussion, include the arguments used by those who supported isolationism 
and those who were opposed to it. 

Jan ‘05 Historical Context: 
During the late 1800s and early 1900s, Progressive reformers worked to improve 
American society. Their goals included protecting consumers, regulating child 
labor, improving working conditions, and expanding democracy. 



Task:  
Choose three goals mentioned in the historical context and for each 
• Discuss the conditions that led Progressive reformers to address the goal 
• Discuss the extent to which the goal was achieved 

Aug ‘04 Historical Context: 
During the 1800s, the federal government promoted westward expansion in a 
variety of ways. This expansion changed the shape and character of the country. 
Task:  
• Describe the actions taken by the federal government that led to westward 
expansion during the 1800s 
• Discuss the impact of westward expansion on the United States 

Jun ‘04 Historical Context: 
The Civil War and the period of Reconstruction brought great social, political, and 
economic changes to American society. The effects of these changes continued into 
the 20th century. 
Task 
• Identify and discuss one social, one political, AND one economic change in 
American society 

Jan ‘04 Historical Context: 
Although Americans place a high value on education, access to formal education has 
not always been available to all. Since colonial times, educational opportunities 
have been extended to more and more people in the United States. 
Task:  
• Discuss the efforts made by individuals and the government (federal, state, or 
local) to extend educational opportunities in American society 
• Evaluate the extent to which these efforts were successful 

  

 


